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i INTRODUCTION

Fihiopia has served as a safe haven for refugees originating from
different parts of the world.” Historical archives show that in the 620s,
the relatives of Prophet Muhammad sought refuge in Ethiopia to flee
from persecution.’ Currently, 1,064,587 refugees and asylum seekers,
mamly from South Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan, and others, are
sheltered in Ethiopia.* In contrast, the precise moment when India began
hosting refugees remains uncertain. However, following its
mdependence in 1947, India has demonstrated an enduring commitment
to hosting a significant number of refugees from Afghanistan, China, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar, Somalia, Sudan, and several other countries.* In 2022,
the number of refugees in India stood at 242,835.00, representing a
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14.32% rise compared to 2021.° The overwhelming majority of asylum

seckers and refugees in both nations are those who have been compelled
to leave their homes due to persecution, human rights violations, and

political unrest.”

On November 10, 1969, Ethiopia became a party to the 1951 Refugee
Convention and the 1967 Refugee Protocol, thereby formalizing its
commitment to uphold the rights and protection of refugees.®
Additionally, the nation ratified the 1969 OAU refugee Convention on
October 25, 1973.2 Ethiopia passed the first refugee legislation in 2004
to enforce these international treaties.' The Refugee Proclamation
No0.409/2004 was later replaced by Proclamation No. 1110/2019 in
2019, which specified entitlements such as the right to employment,
education, healthcare, and other fundamental right, accompanied by

three supplementary directives. "'

*See Macrotrends, ‘India Refugee Statistics 1964-
2024'<https://www.macrotrtmds.net/global-metrics/countries/IND/india/reﬁJgee-
statistics. >accessed on 19 April 2024.

7 See Abhijit Dasgupta, Displacement and Exile: The State-Refugee Relations in India |

(Oxford University Press 2016) 2-10. See Shushum Bhatia, Tsegyal Dranyi, and
Derrick Rowley, ‘A Social and Demographic Study of Tibetan Refugees in India’
(2002) 54(3) Social Science & Medicine 411.See Miriam George, Anita Vaillancourt
& S. Irudaya Rajan, 'Sri Lankan Tamil Refugees in India: Conceptual Framework of
Repatriation Success' (2016) 32 Refuge 73,74.

® See UNTC, ‘Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General’ <UNTC>
accessed on 10 April 2024. See Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees
(adopted 28 July 1951) 189 U.N.T.S. 137 [hereinafter the 1951 CSR]. See Protocol
Relating to the Status of Refugees (adopted 31 January 1967) 606 UN.T.S. 267
[hereinafier the 1967 Protocol].

9 See OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa
(adopted 10 September 1969) 1001 UN.T.S. 45 (hereinafter the 1969 OAU Refugee
Convention}, :

19 Ethiopia Refugee Proclamation No. 409, 2004 (54 of 2004). ‘

Il Ethiopia Refugees Proclamation No.1110, 2019(38 of 2019) [hereinafter the

Refugee Proclamation No,1110/2019], See RRS, ‘Directive to Determine Conditions
for Movement and Residence of Refugees Outside of Camps Directive No. 01/2019*

B . |

%
i
&
€
:




A ot S A

2024] Enhancing Refugee Protection in Domestic Jurisdictions ... 3
India has neither domestic refugee legislation nor ratified the 1951
Refugee Convention and 1967 Refugee Protocol.'” Consequently,
refugees and asylum seckers fall under the laws governing foreign
nationals.”* However, India has collaborated with UNHCR since 1963
and has been an ExCom member since 1995, showing its commitment
to global refugee issues.' In India, certain refugees receive special
recognition based on their nationality or religious background.'® For
instance, the government of India endeavours to offer separate
humanitarian aid and recognition in its various policy initiatives to Sri

Lankan, Tibetan, and Chakma of Bangladesh refugee origin.'® The other

(Adopted 30 December 2019). See RRS, “Directive to Implement Recognized Refugee
and Asylum Seeker Right to Work No. 1019/2024° (adopted 14 August 2024)
Directive No. 1019/2024. See RSS, ‘Refugees and Returnees Grievances and Appeals
Handling Directive No. 03/2019" (Adopted 30 December 2019).

12 Note: On August 30, 2005, Afghanistan became a party to the 1951 Refugee
Convention and the 1967 Refugee Protocol. For additional details, please refer to
UNTC. See Pia Oberoi, 'South Asia and the Creation of the International Refugee

Regime' (2001)19 Refuge 36.
1* B. §. Chimni, 'The Legal Condition of Refugees in India' (1994) 7 (4) J Refugee

Stud 378,379.
14 See Sarbani Sen, ‘Paradoxes of the International Regime of Care’ in, Ranabir

Samaddar (ed.) Refugees

and the State: Practices of Asylum and Care in India, 1947-2000 (Sage Publications
2003) 404-407. See UNHCR ExCom, ‘General Conclusion on International Protection
No. 81 (XLVIII) ~ 1997" (48th session) UN12A< General Conclusion on International
Protection | UNHCR> accessed on 11 April 2024. See UNHCR, ‘August 2022 Fact
Sheet: India’<UNHCR> accessed on 11 April 2024. See UNHCR, ‘Executive
Committee's Membership by Year of Admission of Members’< Executive
Committee’s membership by year of admission of members | UNHCR> accessed
on 11 June 2024,

I Anne-Sophic Bentz, ‘Refugees in India: A Study of (un) Equal Status, Treatment
and Prospects’ in Gunnel Cederldf and Sanjukta Das Gupta(eds.), Subjects, Citizens
and Law (Routledge India 2016) 148-150.

i ’Sen (n 13). Sec India Ministry of Home Affairs, ‘Relief and Rehabilitation of
Migrants and Repatriates-2018’<Relief and Rehabilitation Assistance to Sri Lankan
Reﬁ.lgm in the Refugee Camps (myscheme.gov.in)> accessed on 11 April 2024. See
India Ministry of Home Affairs. ‘The Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy-2014" <.tibetan-
rehab-policy-2014.pdf (sardfund.org)> accessed on 11 April 2024. See Tashi
Phuntsok, ‘Livelihood Challenges of Tibetans in South Asia’ (2020) 45(2) The Tibet
Journal 45,51-53. PAEL ' : -
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‘privileged’ refugee and asylum seekers in India are the religious
minorities of Hindus, Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs, Parsees, and Jains
who hail from Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. '’
Administratively, these ‘privileged’ refugees fall under the protection of
the Indian government, and others not belonging to these two classes
shall fall under the jurisdiction of UNHCR." The matter of these 'others'
has become a subject of contention within the Indian judicial system due
to the connotation of illegal immigrants. This article explores the
significance of having specific refugee legislation and how practical
realities influence the country's refugee policy. As a result, the article
secks to assess the relative strengths and weaknesses of refugee laws
and practices in India and Ethiopia while also underscoring the lessons
each country can learn from the other to enhance the protection and

rights of refugees.

11. INDIAN ACCESSION TO THE 1951 CSR: THE DECLINING
UNHCR EFFORT

The Constitution of India, along with various domestic laws such as the
Civil Procedure Code and the Indian Citizenship Act, consider refugees
as "aliens,” primarily due to the absence of specific refugee legislation
in the country.'® Furthermore, while India has not ratified the CSR 1951

or created separate domestic refugee laws, it is a signatory to various

17 The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 (370 of 201 9). Note: This bill amends the
Indian Citizenship law of 1955 to give citizenship 1o religious minorities from
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan living in India for at least six years.

# [hid. See the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 (34 of 1920). See The Passports
Act, 1967 (15 of 1967). See The Foreigners Act, 1946(31 of 1946, maodified in 2018).
See The Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983 (39 of 1983). See
Chimni (n 12). -

19 The Constitution of India,1955 art 22; The Civil Procedure Code, 1908 (5 of 1908)
s 83; Citizenship Act, 1955 (57 0f 1955) s 3(2). : -
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international human rights agreements that apply to all individuals,
including refugees.?’ Various domestic legislations exist to address the
needs of refugees either under the framework of aliens or rights that
apply to all ‘persons’. In this regard, the Constitution plays a crucial role
by protecting the rights of refugees, which include the right to life,
equality before the law, protection against double jeopardy and ex post
facto laws, as well as the freedom of conscience and religion. Moreover,
the Passport Act of 1967 permits 'privileged' refugees to acquire Indian
passports and travel documents based on 'public interest.”! However, all
foreigners in India must comply with mandatory requirements for both’
entry and exit, with government permission being necessary for leaving
the country. The Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) is
tasked with the registration and issuance of residence permits to foreign
nationals intending to remain in India for a duration exceeding 180 days.

These foreigners must submit their registration application within 14

days of their arrival.”

On the other hand, India's refusal to ratify the CSR 1951 and the 1967

Protocol raises questions about the benefits that these instruments bring

% See International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (adopted 16 December
1966, entered into force 23 March 1976) 999 UNTS 171, arts 6, 7,12 and 13. See
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (adopted 16
December 1966, entered into force 3 January 1976)993 UNTS 3, arts 11, 12 and 13.
See Convention on the Rights of the Child (adopted 20 November 1989, entered into
force 2 September 1990) 1577 UNTS 3, arts 6,22,24 and 28. See Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (adopted 10 December 1948) UNGA Res 217A (III), art 14 and 25.-
See Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
gadopted 18 December 1979, entered into force 3 September 1981) 1249 UNTS 13, art
and 16.

2! The Passports Act, 1967 ss 20,27 and 28. -

22 The Registration of Foreigners Rules, 1992 s 7. Note: US nationals possessing ten-
year Tourist or Business Visas, Foreigners of Indian origin (subject to additional
criteria), Foreigner holders of five-year Tourist Visas, and foreigners under the age of
16 are exempt from the requirement of registration with the FRRO.
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to signatories, Before delving into this question, let's first see why India
fail to ratify these refugee instruments, Chimni pinpointed reasons
associated with the content of the instrument along with external factors
that impeded the ratification.® These include arguments related to a
narrow definition of the term refugee, burdening the developing
countries, less responsiveness on national security concerns, fearing
Western hijacking of UNHCR and NGO, Eurocentric rhetoric, and
Indians' assumption of adequate national refugee management

records.”*

Dipankar De Sarkar and Myron Weiner, in their respective studies, also
identified geopolitical reasons, particularly Indians' fear of mass influx
from conflict-prone South Asian countries.”’ Some of the rationales
above may hold some merit; however, a complete absence of domestic
legislation is largely illogical. The experiences show that there are legal
constraints within the treaty instruments; they could have been
addressed through regional conventions or domestic legislation. For
instance, the 1969 OAU Convention and Cartagena Declaration

indicated regional commitments to address the shortcomings of the 1951

23 Chimni (n 12) 443.

2 §ee James C. Hathaway, ‘A Reconsideration of the Underlying Premise of Refugee
Law’ in Helene Lambert(ed.) International Refugee Law (Routledge 2017) 65-67. See,
T. Alexander Aleinikoff, ‘The Refugee Convention at Forty: Reflections on the IJRL
Colloquium' (1991) 3 Int'l J Refugee L 617, 623, See David James Cantor, ‘The End
of Refugee Law?’ (2017) 9(2) Journal of Human Rights Practice 203, 204.

Sara E. Davies, “The Asian Rejection? International Refugee Law in Asia’ (2006)
52(4) Australian Journal of Politics & History 562. See Gil Loescher, "The UNHCR
and World Politics: State Interests vs. Institutional Autonomy' (2001) 35 Int'l
Migration Rev 33,34,

% See Dipankar De Sarkar, ‘Why India Won’t Sign Refugee Treaty (Mint. 11 Sep
2015) < Why India won’t sign Refugee Treaty | Mint (livemint.com)> accessed on 15
April 2024. See Myron Weiner, ‘Rejected Peoples and Unwanted Migrants in South
Asia’ (1993) 28 (34) Economic and Political Weekly 1737,
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Refugee Convention and the 1967 Refugee Protocol on the definition of
refugee. This signifies a strong global dedication to safeguarding
refugees within their respective regions. In contrast, major countries in
Southern Asia, including India, have not ratified any binding refugee
instruments and have been unable to establish regional binding
instruments, thereby failing to demonstrate a similar level of
commitment. Additionally, an Indian argument of having a robust
'national record' is not a strong argument. Even in countries with more
moderate refugee laws, the management of refugees is a complicated

task.

On the other hand, while more than 146 countries have signed the 1951
CSR and the 1967 Protocol, this does not end by itself. Instead, it’s a
means to provide better protection for those escaping persecution. As a
member of these treaties, nations are expected to cooperate and share
the burden under the auspices of UNHCR.?® This does not imply that

signatory States provide better protection than non-signatory States or

that they don’t collaborate with UNHCR.?” However, UNHCR
promotes the ratification of the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol,
emphasising that joining these agreements could have a significant
impact. Currently, addressing the global refugee crisis requires more

than just urging countries to sign refugee agreements; instead, it requires

%6 See Martin Gottwald, ‘Burden sharing and refugee protection’ in Elena Fiddian-
Qasmiyeh and others (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced Migration
Studies (Oxford University Press 2014) 525. See Rebecca Dowd & Jane McAdam,
'International Cooperation and Responsibility-Sharing to Protect Refugees: What,
Why and How' (2017) 66 Int'l & Comp LQ 863,864,

7 See Maja Janmyr, ‘The 1951 Refugee Convention and Non-Signatory States:
Charting a Research Agenda’ (2019) 33(2) International Journal of Refugee Law 188.
See Marjoleine Zieck, 'Accession of Pakistan to the 1951 Convention and 1967
Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees: Signing on Could Make All the
Difference' (2010) 5 PLR 1, 5.
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collaboration and domestic legislative flexibility. Even though UNHCR
Statute Article 8(a) imposes a duty on UNHCR to encourage countries
to join refugee instruments, only four countries, namely Afghanistan
(2005), Montenegro (2006), Nauru (2011), and South Sudan (2018),
have done so in the last two decades (2004 to 2024). Instead of
becoming signatories, countries have opted to sign MoUs with UNHCR

to enhance the protection of refugees and asylum seekers.

In India, there has to be a dual refugee management system, with one
group under Indian government authority and another under UNHCR
jurisdiction.“ UNHCR assesses refugee status, provides aid, promotes
self-reliance, facilitates repatriation, and arranges resettlement for those
who fall under its jurisdiction.*” Furthermore, UNHCR actively engages
in India by promoting refugee rights awareness, participating in amicus
curie, supporting government refugee initiatives, and coordinating
stakeholders.*® The claim of having an adequate law to regulate foreign
nationals imposed hardships on UNHCR-registered refugees in India.!

Like any other countries, refugees in India are also facing socio-

economic challenges in their daily lives due to government-imposed

% Soe Ktaer Abbas Habib Al Qutaifi and Anr. vs Union of India (Uoi) and Ors. Gujarat
High Court. 1999CRILJ919. See UNHCR ExCom, ‘Determination of Refugee Status
No. 8 (XXVIID)-
!977'41@::ﬂww.refwmd.orypolicylexcmdexconﬂ 1977/en/42839.> accessed on
15 July 2024. See Sen (n 13) 399-401.

% See James C. Hathaway, The Rights of Refugees Under International Law
(Cambridge University Press 2021) 913. See Guy S. Goodwin-Gill, Guy S., Jane
MecAdam, and Emma Dunlop, The Refugee in International Law (Oxford University
Press 2021) 532.

~ % See Rubina Grew ‘Right Status and Problem of Refugees in Indian Context a

Legal Study’ <http/hdLhandlenet/ 10603/434660.> accessed on 11 July 2024,
31 Roshni Shanker and Hamsa Vijayaraghavan, ‘Refugee Recognition Challenges in

" India’ (2020) Forced Migration Review< htips://www.fimreview.org/recognising-

refugees/shanker-vijayaraghavan > meued on 11 July 2024,
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restrictions on employment and access to essential services.” These
challenges greatly affect refugees’ ability to access healthcare and
education services, making them vulnerable to poor working conditions
and low wage. Additionally, the ‘forced return’ of refugees, particularly
Rohingya Muslim refugees, to Myanmar from 2018 to 2022 and the
exclusion of Muslims from the list of the 2019 Citizenship Bill have
sparked backlash from UNHCR and international organizations against
India.>> However, the Indian government denied forced repatriation,
claiming the return was voluntary, but denied UNHCR access for
verification. UNHCR, besides the 50k registered refugees, actively
participates in Indian government initiatives to find solutions for
government-registered refugees, playing a crucial role in determining

the fate of refugees and asylum seekers. 3

India unlike Ethiopia is not a source of refugees globally. However, the
presence of refugees has created significant challenges on nation, as
refugees increased demand for scarce resources such as food, shelter,
healthcare, education, employment opportunities and others.>® This

situation is particularly acute in areas already grappling with poverty,

* Gladston Xavier G, ‘A Study on the Livelihood of Sri Lankan Refugees Living in
the Camps of Tamil Nadu’ (DPhil thesis, University of Madras 2020)206.

* See UNHCR, ‘UNHCR Seeking Clarification from India over Returns of
Rohingya’ (Refugee and Migrants 2019) <UNHCR seeking clarification from India
over returns of Rohingya | UNHCR.> accessed 9 July 2024, See Human Rights
Watch, ‘Shoot the Traitors: Discrimination Against Muslims under India’s New
Citizenship Policy’(2022)< India: Rohingya Deported to Myanmar Face Danger |
Human Rights Watch (hrw.org)> accessed on 9 July 2024,

*UNHCR, ‘Global Appeal 2024: Status Determination’<Publications | Global Focus
(unhcr.org)> accessed 9 July 2024, See UNHCR, ‘India’< India | UNHCR.> accessed
on 9 July 2024,

* India, ‘Statement at the General Debate of the 69th Annual Session of the Executive
Committee of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Programme’
(Delivered by Dr Sadre Alam, First Secretary, Geneva, Switzerland, 1-5 October 2018)
para 10 <Statement of India | UNHCR India>accessed on 9 July 2024.
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asped lly i urban se things where refugee populations are concentrated.

Furthermore, the influx of refugees can lead to overcrowding in cities

and may heighten the risks of cross-border crime and religious

radicalization. Additionally, the involvement of refugees in informal

labour markets can result in the exploitation of these refugees and

contribute to wage suppression for local workers.

111. ETHIOPIA'S RFFUGEE PROCLAMATION: A
LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS

The Ethiopia Refugee Proclamation No.1110/2019 consists of 47
articles covering different aspects concerning refugees and asylum
seekers, including the OAU definition of refugee, core principles,
processes for RSD, reasons for revoking status, and rights and
obligations of asylum-seekers and refugees. The majority of the
provisions in this proclamation are essentially duplicates of the 1951
CSR and the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention. For instance, the
definition of refugees includes individuals who have fled due to
persecution based on factors such as race, religion, nationality,
membership in a particular social group, or political opinions, as well as
those compelled to leave their residence due to external aggression,
occupation, foreign domination, or events disrupting public order in
their country,*® This definition aligns with the broad definition outlined
in the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention, regardless of the refugees'

countries' origin.’” Nevertheless, this particular definition has faced

:: geﬁ;gge;ll’rocﬁl:manon No.1110/2019, art 5.
ee Refugee Convention, art 3, See the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention, art 3.
(Snge Eduardo, Arboleda, ‘Refugee definition in Africa and Latin America: The Lessons
: ‘ Pragmatism’
(2019) 3 (2) International Journal of Refugee Law 185, 186-889. See, Emmanuel
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criticism due to its limited scope, as it fails to encompass the concept of
environmental refugees, those displaced by acts of terrorism, and

individuals forced to flee due to pandemics.®®

The process of RSD in Ethiopia requires individuals seeking asylum to
submit their application within thirty days to the nearest office of the
Refugee and Returnees Service (RRS) or a police station.?” The police
are responsible for receiving the application and promptly forwarding it
to the RRS. **The office then allows time for the individual to present
their case, conducts interviews with an interpreter, and ensures -
UNHCR's presence.*! RRS's decision regarding the rejection of refugee
status can be challenged before the Appeal Hearing Council, which is
composed of five members, within 60 days.** Furthermore, the decision
of this council can be further appealed to the Supreme Court on the

grounds of error of law within 30 days from the receipt of the council's

Opoku Awuku. ‘Refugee Movements in Africa and the OAU Convention on Refugees’
(1995) 39(1) Journal of African Law 79. See Alice Edwards, ‘Refugee status
determination in Africa’ (2006) 14(2) African Journal of International and
Comparative Law 204,

* See Issa Ibrahim Berchin and others, ‘Climate Change and Forced Migrations: An
Effort Towards Recognizing Climate Refugees’ (2017) 84 Geoforum 147-150. See
Frank Biermann,and Ingrid Boas, ‘Protecting Climate Refugees: The Case for a Giobal
Protocol’  (2008) 50(6) Environment: Science and Policy for Sustainable
Development 8, 10-14. See Betsy Hartmann, ‘Rethinking climate refugees and
climate conflict: Rhetoric, reality and the politics of policy discourse” (2020) 22(2)
Journal of International Development: The Journal of the Development Studies
Association 233, 233-236. See Diane C. Bates, ‘Environmental Refugees? Classifying
Human Migrations Caused by Environmental Change’ (2002) 23 Population and
environment 465,

¥ See Refugee Proclamation No.1110/2019, Art 15. See UNHCR, Handbook on
Procedures and Criteria for Determining Refugee Status (UNHCR 1979) See Michael

Alexander, ‘Refugee Status Determination Conducted by UNHCR’ (1999) 11(2)
International Journal of Refugee Law 251, 252

* Refugee Proclamation No.1110/2019, art 15(3).
“! ibid, art 16(2).
“2 ibid, art 16(4) and 18(1).
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conflicts, acknowledgement of environmental refugee status, and lack
of inclusive out camp policy for impoverished refugees, l'urthermore,
Regulation No. 546/2024, issued by the Council of Ministers in April
2024, delineates the powers Refugees and Returnees Service (RRS).
states that the RRS does not merely seek external funding but relies its
refugee administration entirely on donors’ funds. However, the general
legislative measures taken by Ethiopia can serve as 4 valuable example
in ensuring the protection of refugees and asylum seekers, thereby
mitigating the uncertainties and legal disputes arising from unauthorized
entry and deportation issues. Consequently, Ethiopia has practically
minimized court proceedings concerning RSD and discrimination
claims. Having domestic refugee laws will foster consistent
enforcement of refugee-related rights across the nation. This will ensure
a predictable and non-discriminatory approach to refugee
administration. Moreover, the presence of such a refugee instrument has
motivated other countries to undertake similar measures, owing to the

influence of Ethiopia in the continent.*®

Ethiopia cooperates with UNHCR as a signatory, while India, as a non-
signatory, engages through MoUs. UNHCR provided legal and
technical advice in the drafting of the 2004 and 2019 Ethiopia refugee
proclamations.®® It also plays a pivotal position in the facilitation of

* Sec Mohammed Ayoob, ‘India in South Asia: The quest for regional predom

51989) 7(1) World Policy Journal 107, 108, See Rufilw Kumargimd Ml;moetaigau::;,
India’s role in South Asia trade and investment integration’ (2009) ADB Working

iaper Series on Regional Economic Integration 1,

See UNHCR, ‘Submission by the Unltod Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights' Compilation Report —
Universal Periodic ~  Review: Ethiopia, September 2013«
ggg: SIWww, reﬁvorld.org/poﬂcylum/uuhcrlzm3/m/95736 > accmed on 11 J‘uly‘ |
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confronted with a worldwide challenge in delivering sufficient
protection and humanitarian aid, largely due to constrained financial
resources resulting from ongoing armed conflicts, Given the vulnerable
geographical positions of both countries for mass influx as well as
UNHCR financial and role limitations, the enactment of domestic
refugee legislation, political commitment, and a responsive court system

s not a matter of choice but rather a necessity to safeguard the well-

being of both the host community and the refugees themselves.

India should enact domestic refugee legislation that demonstrates
administrative flexibility and inclusivity to-ejfectively address the needs
of all refugees within its borders. This legislation should integrate
refugee issues into poverty alleviation strategies, facilitate the
reintegration of refugees, and support voluntary repatriation efforts.
Furthermore, India should advocate for a shared global responsibility
and promote amendments 10 the 1951 CSR. In a similar vein, Ethiopia
should consider revising restrictive refugee policies following detail
investigations, share the burden of humanitarian assistance, and
address its reliance on donor funding while solving the politfcal unrest
that significantly impact the lives and freedoms of refugees. Further,
Ethiopia must also enhance refugees’ access to justice including amicus
curie and ensure that all stakeholders, including refugees themselves,
are educated about refugee laws. Additionally, there should be a push
for amendments to the 1951 CSR and the 1969 OAU Refugee
Convention to reflect the advancements in refugee law jurisprudence

over the past fifty years and beyond.
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